Purim is a happy, colorful holiday which commemorates the
victory of Queen Esther, Mordechai and the Jews of Persia
over the wicked Haman. The jolly festivities of Purim which

include masquerading, noise making, colorful decorations
and lively songs are impressive and exciting for young
children. A simplified version of the Purim story is told to the
children from the Book of Esther. Some details, which are
not appropriate for young children are omitted, such as the
King's dismissal of Queen Vashti, the killing of enemies and
the hanging of Haman and his sons. As the song goes:
“Purim is a time when we dress up and play”.

In Unit 4 of An Ethical Start® the children are introduced to
the following text: Hillel says: “Do not separate yourself from
the community...” Pirkei Avot 2:5. Purim is a wonderful time
to celebrate the impact that one person can make in a
community and how a community can in turn support an
individual.

The ECE Department will be hosting Purim Parades for the
children on Monday, March 9" and Tuesday, March 10"

The children will be able to wear their costumes on both days,
if they attend both days and do not have swim. The parades
will begin at 10:30am. The children will participate in a
mitzvah project that includes baking hamentaschen (a cookie
made for the celebration of Purim) and then delivering gift
baskets or Shalach Manot Baskets to departmental offices
within the agency & federation.

It is customary on Purim to give gifts of food to those in need
so we will begin our Spring Canned Food Drive in support of
the Akron Canton Regional Food Bank. Parent handbooks
with Purim descriptions will be available outside of the ECE
office. Chag Sameach!

New Moon at 5:39 pm on 2/24/09
Shabbat candle lighting at 5:57pm on 2/27/09
Look What Is Happening at the “J”

! A report on TCR

Shaw JCC of Akron Auxiliary Presents Purim Ball
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FriDAY, FEBRUARY 27~ 11 AM, FAMILY MEMBERS WELCOME!
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REGISTER NOW FOR MUNCHY MONSTER MATH

WATCH FOR THE SPRING SUMMER PROGRAM GUIDE COMING TO YOUR
HOME THIS WEEK!
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It is Spring Picture Time
Candid Photography
—

RETAKES
Monday, 3/2/09

Last chance for the school year
2008-2009

Stop by the ECE Office and let us
know if you would like a retake done.

This City Reads
Annual Day of Reading
2/11/09

Parrner
www.ThisCityReads.org
What a great day!
Akron counted 90,539 readers
and your child and family were
part of it.

An Ethical Start Family Night
With JCC Association
An Ethical Start® Consultant
Rabbi Mike Stern!
YEHOSHUA BEN PERACHYAH SAYS: “ MAKE A TEACHER FOR YOURSELF AND ACQUIRE A FRIEND FOR

YOURSELF AND JUDGE EVERYONE FAVORABLY”.

The Berke Family joins Mrs. Judy & Rabbi Stern for warm-up music.




Judge Quinn shares a story with his grandson’s clas

Often in life, we get assignments, some bigger thanhers! As the chair
person for This City Reads, for the Shaw JCC of Akon, it gave me
great pleasure to step up, arrange and create a FUWeek dedicated
solely for the promotion of Literacy. It made my ges light up to
welcome the readers as they entered our building drto watch as
children sat so patiently as stories and songs weshared! All those
BIG Smiles because of the enjoyment of reading. Was amazing! The
table display in the ECE hallway caught the eye antancy of members
and non-members age 3 to 73. Three cheers for témas, the

community, a TEAM that is dedicated to the educatia of a family as
Listening an entire unit and to our teacher, Mrs. Anne Sappwho received the

' Lifetime Literacy Award from This City Reads!
Remember, we believe, at the JCC that “Reading isriportant”. A
book a day will make a life long difference in onehild’s world.
| personally want to thank all the JCC children, teachers, parents and
Shaw JCC staff for an exciting week of reading. Een though | was a
little under the weather, | enjoyed every moment ofrhis City Reads!
Thanks to all!

Paulette Perkins
Chairperson, This City Reads
Shaw JCC of Akron

Mark your summer calendars f8unday, June ¥ when we welcom&idsFair to
the Shaw JCC of Akron campus. Don’t miss this cleao celebrate the start of
our summer season with Radio Disney, PBS, RubligrRzidio, ACME and hosts
of sponsors and vendors. You can also sign-ugdorne one of the 200 plus
volunteers that will be needed. Just contact ECtEeJCC Membership office:




All Shaw JCC of Akron members are invited to partidpate in the 54"
Celebration of the last remaining Purim Ball Eventin the country.
Sponsored by the Shaw JCC of Akron Auxiliary and cantless volunteers this annual
event highlights what is good and positive about awyouth programs and our
community. Tickets are available at the main deskr by calling

330 835-0066 or 330 835-0020.
If you have questions please contact Lori BernstejrAuxiliary Staff Liaison
at
330 835-0027
Lori_bernstein@shawjcc.org
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