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Dear Parents, 
 
On behalf of the entire Shaw JCC of Akron community, I want to welcome you and your child to our 
Early Childhood Education Department!   
As I am sure you know we have one of the finest educational, social and recreational facilities in 
Northeast Ohio.  We have a kind and committed staff whose goal is to always be ready to provide you 
and your child the best experience possible. 
Please feel free to call me at any time to discuss your needs at the  
Shaw JCC of Akron’s Early Childhood Programs.  I will be happy to work with you in making your 
school experience as meaningful as possible. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Todd Rockoff 
Center Executive Director, Shaw JCC of Akron 
 
 
 

                  
 

 
Shalom! 

 
Shalom Early Childhood families!  We are so glad to have you and your child as a part of our program!  
Our mission is to provide a warm, healthy and caring environment that facilitates experiences for growth 
in all areas of development.  With Center Based Classrooms and Planned Individual Attention, you can be 
sure that your child will receive the best foundation & readiness experience possible.  Additionally, our 
Infant/Toddler program is completely dedicated to providing your child with whatever it takes to feel 
safe, loved and happy! 
Our doors are always open and we can’t wait to get to know your family. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lori L. Bernstein 
Director, Early Childhood Education & School Age Services 
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Shaw JCC of Akron 
Early Childhood Education 

750 White Pond Drive  
Akron, Ohio 44320 

330 835-0027 330 835-0044 
Center Executive Director, Todd Rockoff 

Early Childhood Director, Lori Bernstein - 330 835-0027 
ECE Office Manager, Terry Hamilton - 330 835-0044 

Grow With Me Coordinator, Diane Galizio - 330 835-0035  
Children’s Services Director, Laura Amer – 330 835-0052 

ECE Hours of Operation 
We are open Monday through Friday, from 7:00 am – 6:00 pm. 

 

Group Size and Ratios 
We encourage small group sizes.  Our teacher to child ratio for each group is: 

Infants – 6 Weeks – 12 Months  1:4 
   Infants – 12 – 18 Months              1:5 

Toddlers – 18 – 36 Months       1:6 
3 YEAR OLDS    1:12 
4, 5’s AND Kinderstars   1:14 
(Group sizes maintained for each age group is/may be double the ratio with appropriate 

staffing) 
 

Tuition September 2011-May 2012 – charged monthly 
(current rates are available through August 28, 2011) 

Annual Registration Fee      $50.00 
Half Day Programs -8:30 - Noon 
2 Day 2 year olds       $190/month 
3 Day 2 year olds       $256/month 
3 Day 3year olds       $256/month 
5 Day 3 year olds       $428/month 
5 Day 4 year olds       $428/month 
Kinderspace programs – see below 
for children enrolled in Kindergarten half day programs, extended day available 2:30-6:00pm  
3 Day noon – 3:30pm (includes lunch & one way transportation)  $254/month 
5 Day noon – 3:30pm (includes lunch & one way transportation) $384/month  
3 Day (includes lunch/midday transportation/extended day)  $390/month 
5 Day (includes lunch/midday transportation/extended day)  $550/month 
Full Day Programs – 7:00am – 6:00pm 
6 Weeks – 18 Months      $930/month 
19 Months – 36 Months      $828/month 
3 & 4 Year Old Preschool Programs    $798/month 
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*Center membership is required.  Tuition is contracted on 9 month (school year) and 3 month (summer) 

schedules (summer includes a 13 week flexible schedule opportunity, with a 3 week minimum enrollment) and 
payment schedules are listed on the payment option plan form.  The tuition takes into consideration the number 
of days closed for Jewish Holidays and other scheduled closings.  No credit is given for sick days, early 
withdrawals or snow day closings.  All participants must be Shaw JCC of Akron members in good 
standing at the time of registration. 

 
*A registration fee/deposit of $50/child is required at time of registration.  
 
*A Payment Option Form must be kept on file with the ECE office and Shaw JCC Accounting.  A payment 

plan must be in place one week prior to the child’s start date. 
 
*Payment withdrawals (EFT’s or credit cards) will occur the first business day of each month for the 

upcoming month.  Tuition paid in full is welcome. 
 
*Withdrawal from program . The Director of ECE must be notified in writing a minimum of 30 days in 

advance of withdrawal from program.  All notifications must be submitted in writing.  Less than 30 days notice 
results in an obligation to complete tuition payment for current payment period.  Deposits are non-refundable 
and are applicable to any tuition balance due. This notification does not include obligation to Shaw JCC of 
Akron for membership. 

 
*Enrollment Packets will/may include the following (depending on the age of child):  Emergency 

Authorization, Child Medical – signed by physician or physician representative-updated annually, Parent 
Handbook Review form, Swim Permission, Parent Roster permission,  Routine Trip permission, Field Trip 
permission for Pre K & Kinderstars, Infant Enrollment Information, Sleep Waiver, Medication Request for baby 
wipes and sunscreen, Medical Care Plan, Family Calendar, Change of Information request, Financial Assistance 
request and Payment Option Form.  Enrollment packets must be completed and returned to ECE office to begin 
program. 

 
*Late Pick up 
There will be a late fee charge of $2.00 per child per minute for children not picked up by 6:00 pm.  Children 

who stay past noon or 3:30 pm dismissal times (and are not scheduled to be here) will be charged according to 
extended day rates.   Children who are consistently at the Center past closing time may not be able to continue 
participating in our program. 

 
Educational Philosophy – A Foundation for Their Lifetime 
It is the objective of the Early Childhood Department to address the whole child within the context of the family 
and the community.  Activities and programs planned for young children will emphasize the emergence of the 
child’s sense of intellectual, motor and spiritual autonomy, initiative and self esteem.  Developmental skills are 
based on the ongoing construction of knowledge as opposed to the imposition of information.  Focus will be on 
“how to learn”.  In order to support children’s learning, the ECE Department (teachers, administration, support 
staff and parents) must provide children with opportunities to work with concrete objects, make choices, 
explore ideas, experiment and discover in a safe environment that provides security and acceptance.  We are 
committed to offering children opportunities to question, observe, engage, experiment, create and “show-off” 
their new found knowledge.  With these goals in mind, our classrooms are designed to allow the children to 
interact freely with multiple learning centers, and spend ample time engaged in the learning process.  We at the 
Shaw JCC of Akron Early Childhood Center make every attempt to provide for your child’s special needs.  Our 
staff is kind, caring and focused on helping your child feel successful everyday. 
 
Jewish Integrated Curriculum 
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Our school exposes children to the warmth, beauty and excitement of Jewish Life.  Values and concepts are 
integrated into every aspect of our classroom experiences to help children develop a positive Jewish Identity.  
Your child will experience all aspects of the culture, customs, community and religion, including food, crafts, 
music, blessings and traditions through the implementation of “An Ethical Start®”.   This award winning  
value –based emergent curriculum allows children to develop a sense of self, family and community while 
growing as a well rounded learner.  Feel free to contact us at any time regarding our Jewish curriculum. 
 
 
General Daily Schedule 
7 – 8:30 am    Early Morning Arrival 
     Breakfast and Open Centers 
8:30 – 9:00 am    Car pool, Arrival/Welcome & Free Play 
9:00 – 12:00 pm Circle Time, AM Snack, Activity Centers, Enrichment Activities, 

Outdoor/Gym/Swim 
 Closing and Dismissal 
12:00 – 1:00 pm Lunch Program (Hot/ Kosher Menu) 
1:00 – 2:30 pm  Rest Time, Enrichment Activities 
3:30 pm  Stay and Play dismissal 
2:30 – 5:00 pm Pm Snack, Center Activities, Outdoor Play/Gym 
5:00 – 6:00 pm Circle Time, Clean up, dismissal 
 
Lesson plans are posted for AM and PM & Camp Programs outside classroom doors. 
Daily “Today We Did" notes are posted. 
Thursday- “ECE Explorer News” Newsletter is sent home. 
Friday - Shabbat Notes are sent home from each classroom. 
A Parent Information Board is located outside the ECE Administrative Office. 
All information is posted at www.shawjcc.org. 
 
Infant/Toddler Preschool    Kinderstars 
7 – 9 am 7 – 9 am    8:30 – 9 am/12 – 1:00pm 
Arrival, greet/ sign in arrival, greet/sign in            arrival/sign in 
Schedule notes, breakfast, breakfast, free play         breakfast/lunch  
Diapers/toilet exploration centers open 
 
9 – 9:30 am 9 – 9:30 am    9 – 9:30 am/1 – 1:30 - pm 
Circle Time Circle Time/Music   Circle Time/Music 
Tummy Time/Gross Motor Calendar, Weather, Sharing  Calendar, Weather, Sharing 
 
 9:30 – 10 am 9:30 – 10 am    9:30 – 10 am/1:30 – 2 pm 
Specials – gym, music Specials – gym, music, swim  Specials – gym, music, swim 
 
10:00 - 11:00 am 10 – 11:00 am    10 – 11 am/ 2 – 3:00 pm 
Centers, table activities Centers, table/ small   Centers, table and small group group activities

   activities 
10:15 Snack 10:45 am Snack   10:00 am Snack/2:45 pm Snack 
10:30 Diapering/Toilet 11:00 am Outdoor/Gym  10:45 am/3:00 pm Outdoor 
 
11:00 am Outdoor/ 11:30 am    11:00 -  Lunch for am 
Stroller/hallway Walk Free Choice, Closing    11:30 – Transportation 
 Noon – Lunch for pm 
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11:30 - Lunch    12:00 - Dismissal   3:15 pm Closing 
Noon – 2 pm Rest    Noon – 1 pm     3:30 pm Dismissal 
Quiet Activities   Lunch Program 
Diapering/Toilet 
     1 – 2:30 pm 
     Rest and Enrichment classes 
2 – 3:00 pm    2:30 – 3:00 pm 
Center activities   clean up/Snack/ toilet 
2:30 – diapering/toilet 
 
3:00 – Outdoor/stroller  3 – 3:45 pm  
Tummy Time    outdoor, gross motor, gym 
 
4 – 5:00 pm    4 – 5 pm 
Game time/Music   Game Time/Centers/Music 
  
5 -6:00 pm - Closing/Free Play 5 – 6 pm – Closing/ Free Play/Dismissal 
 
 
 
Policies and Procedures 
All students at the Shaw JCC Early Childhood Center will need to provide the following information before 
their first day of attendance: 
 *Registration Information Form – updated annually 

*Financial Agreement and Payment Option Form – payment due first business      day of each month 
 *Health Statement – updated annually as required by regulatory agency 
 *Updated Immunization Record 
 *Parent Review Statement 
 *Swim sign off – if applicable 
 *Baby wipes/sunscreen forms – if applicable 
 *Field Trip & Transportation Information – if applicable 
 
 
 
 
Guidance and Management 
The Shaw JCC of Akron believes that children are loving, caring, and giving individuals, and with consistent 
guidance and direction are able to learn the appropriate behaviors suitable for their age.  Our classrooms are set 
up for success.  There are enough learning centers to keep all of the children happily occupied.  The teachers are 
able to spend quality time with children one on one and in small groups.  Our teachers are trained to guide 
children by teaching them to communicate their needs, through redirection, by offering logical consequences 
and praising for the behaviors that are acceptable.  All employees of the Shaw Jewish Community Center will 
adhere to Rule 22 as mandated by the State of Ohio. 
 
Supervision of Children – Arrival and Departure 
There are several times during the day that our staff is available outside of the building for student drop off and 
pick up.  During this time you can drive into the assigned Preschool parking circle and wait for the 
administrative staff to take your child.  If 
you do not use this option then you must park in the main lot and walk your child into/out of the building and 
sign in/out with the classroom teacher.  ** Children must be physically escorted in and out of the building by a 
parent, staff person or authorized escort.  
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Note:  Due to available staffing, this drop off/pick up car pool service can only be provided from 8:30 am – 9 
am, Noon – 12:15 pm and 3:30 – 3:40 pm.  (Summer car pool service is available 8:30 am – 9:00 am, Noon and 
3:30 pm.) 
Children in our care are allowed to be released only to parents or other authorized escort.  We must have a 
written request in order to release your child to someone other than you.  The escort must show proper 
identification.  
You may designate someone 16 years or older to pick up your child.  Please inform the ECE office in writing of 
the name and phone number of the responsible party.  Parents are provided with ECE Home to School 
Communication notes, office phone numbers, take home folders and a Communication Corner on the office 
manager’s desk in order provide easy communication tools. 
 Once you have signed out and left the ECE Department secure area with your child for another area of the JCC 
the ECE Staff is no longer responsible. 
Your children will have licensed adult supervision from the time they enter center care and you have made 
contact with a staff person. 
 
Parking Options 
Option 1:  Please park in the appropriate designated parking spaces provided in the Center Parking Lot.  Then 
walk your child through the ECE Security Door to their classroom.  If you do not have your security pass please 
enter through the main doors or use the ECE buzzer and wait for a staff member to respond. 
 
Custody Agreement (s) Statement 
When a court order is in place regarding custody a copy of this agreement must be kept on file with the Shaw 
JCC of Akron Early Childhood Department.  Any changes or amendments in routines must be submitted in 
writing by the custodial parent at that time. 
 
Option 2: Cars line up in an orderly fashion in the front circle during designated times and ECE Staff will help 
escort your child in and out of the car.  Do not park in the circle and leave your vehicle during designated car 
pool times.  See attached car pool diagram. 
 
 
Parent – School Communication 
                                                                                                                                                                                                 
We ask that your child come to school/camp daily with a backpack.  All notes and communications will be 
placed inside your child’s back pack in the Blue JCC take home folder by the ECE Staff.  Each child is assigned 
a coat cubby where his/her personal effects are stored.  Every Thursday your child will receive a copy of 
“Explorer News” ECE Department Newsletter with weekly updates and other pertinent information.  A parent 
board is located outside the ECE office.  Weekly classroom notes - “Shabbat Note” will be sent home on 
Friday. Lesson plans for am and pm programs are posted outside classrooms.  Daily itineraries called “Today 
We Did” are posted on the classroom bulletin boards, infants and toddler parents receive daily written care 
reports.  Administrative office hours are posted on parent board.  The ECE office phones are covered from 6 am 
– 6 pm -  ( 330 835-0027 or 330 835-0044, x 0043, x 0045, x 0048 or x 0046.  The main Shaw JCC phone # 330 
867-7850 is staffed and operational from 5:15 am – 9 pm. The ECE/SACC internal website is called 
micrpSteps® and can be accessed with a parent classroom code.  Information is also available at 
www.shawjcc.org. 
 
Parent/Employee Participation  
Parents or employees who require assistance or information should contact the ECE Office staff in writing or by 
calling 330 835-0027 or 330 835-0044.  The ECE Office is open Monday – Friday, 7:00 am – 6:00 pm.  In an 
emergency contact the Shaw JCC main desk at 330 835-0020.  The Shaw JCC Executive Director can be 
reached by calling 330 835-0020 or 330 835-0022. 
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Parents are encouraged to become a part of the ECE Parent /Teacher Committee – PTS (Parent Teacher 
Squad).  The PTS Committee meets monthly with the ECE Administrative Staff and is actively involved in 
Family Programs, Room Parent Participation, Curriculum development, An Ethical Start® and Fund raising. 
The Parent Team is made up of all families that participate in Early Childhood programming at the Shaw JCC.  
Semi annual meetings are held with the Shaw JCC of Akron Executive Director and the President of the Shaw 
JCC of Akron Board of Directors. 
Parent volunteer forms are sent in the registration packets annually. 
Parent/Teacher Conferences are held in the late Fall and Spring.  Parents are notified 4 weeks prior to parent 
meetings. 
Lead classroom teachers are available for appointments by contacting the ECE Office. 
Any parent, custodian or guardian of a child enrolled in the facility shall be permitted unlimited access to the 
facility during all hours of operation for the purpose of contacting their children, evaluating the care provided 
by the Center or evaluating the premises.  Parent/Guardian must notify ECE Office upon entering premises. 
If parents have any concerns or requests it is recommended that they follow this process:  address the classroom 
teacher in person and or writing, copy the administrator or administrator’s representative, contact executive 
director.  Please bring up concerns as they occur.  Often they can be dealt with when they are minor issues.  The 
ECE & SACC staff fully appreciate the trust you are placing in us for the care and nurturing of your child. 
 
Safety of Children 
All efforts will be taken to maintain a secure and safe environment for your child.  If there is a life threatening 
emergency, we will contact 911 first and then the parent.  For the safety of your child, we encourage you to 
make sure that all emergency contact information for you and other authorized escorts is updated every 3 
months and that you forward any change in your daily routine, in writing, when you sign your child into class. 
 
Missing child  
Shaw JCC of Akron staff will implement the following procedure when a child is missing. 

1. When on the Shaw JCC of Akron campus – attendance is checked and students/campers are counted upon entrance to the 
program, at every transition and at group departure times. 

2. When not on campus – attendance/count is taken in 10 to 15 minute intervals and or with every transition. 
3. When a child is missing from group count: 

a. All activity is halted, children are called to group time and back up support is contacted, lead sweeps bathrooms 
and hallways. 

b. If child is not located in 3 – 5 minutes, designated leader authorizes a lock down. Control point staff halt flow of 
traffic and designated staff sweep grounds. 

c. When off site, contact is made immediately with management  
d. If child is not recovered in 5 minutes from the original alarm 911 is called and parents are notified. 
e. Support staff keep children involved in normal activity 

4. All staff will be trained in: use of attendance sheets, emergency codes and procedures and basic first aid. 
5. All staff will be provided at all times with attendance sheets, support staff and means of communication. 

 
 
Security Badges 
It is a requirement of the Shaw JCC that its members carry a security badge to enter the Shaw JCC of Akron 
building.  Additional limited security access is given to families of the ECE Department for the doors that enter 
into this department (there are 4 of them). 
Please carry your security cards at all times.  Baby sitting passes are available for those families who have non 
family members picking up their children.  Cameras and intercoms help us to be vigilant as to who is entering 
our facility.  Please make sure guests or substitute escorts check in with the ECE Office.  Do not hold open the 
security doors for unfamiliar people.  Do not hesitate to stop an unfamiliar faces in the hall way and direct them 
to the ECE/Main Office. 
 
Smoking 
Please refrain from smoking on the Shaw JCC of Akron property/campus. 
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School Closures 
In the event of bad weather, please listen to radio station WAKR 1590, or watch WKYC TV for closings or 
delays. We are a participant in the I Alert System.  As a rule, we look at Copley – Fairlawn Schools, Revere and 
Akron Public Schools.    Tuition will not be refunded as a result of these days. 
The TV crawlers will be as follows: 

Shaw JCC of Akron – no preschool (no half-day and enrichment programs, full day and SACC/School’s 
Out open). 
Shaw JCC of Akron – Building Closed (NO Programs) 
Shaw JCC of Akron – Open (business as usual – be careful) 

 
Emergency Procedures 
In the event that your child is in need of life saving assistance, our staff will immediately contact 911, then 
notify you, the center will not transport children in emergency situations. ( A signed waiver is available for 
parents who refuse to sign emergency transport consent), an incident report will be filed with the ODJFS.   
If your child needs medical assistance that is not life-threatening, we will make the child comfortable and 
contact you immediately. 
 If your child is bitten or bites, the bite will be treated and you will be contacted immediately and an incident 
report completed.  
 If your child receives a trauma to the head, that is non life-threatening, ice and comfort will be applied and you 
will be contacted by phone and an incident report will be completed.    
If your child receives a minor injury we will treat with soap, water, ice and tender loving care, fill out an 
incident report and have it reviewed by you, the parent. 
If there is an unusual or unexpected event a written memo will be sent home that day explaining the 
event/incident, its effects, the actions taken and who to contact for more information.  In an event like this the 
emergency phone tree may be put into effect with room parents being notified to start the chain of phone calls. 
Our staff is trained to handle fire and shelter-in-place emergency procedures. 
In the event of a fire, we will evacuate the children to the parking lot or back of playground and ensure that they 
are at least 50 feet from the building.  Monthly fire/tornado drills are practiced.  The entire Shaw JCC of Akron 
staff participates in evacuation procedures. 
Emergency procedures are posted in the office, each classroom and any common area used by the children. 
 
Illnesses and Medications 
We request that your child remain at home if he/she has a red or sore throat, severe runny nose, or an unusual 
rash or fever that has occurred in the past 24 hours.  Please contact us if your child contracts a communicable 
childhood illness, so that we may notify our families and regulatory agency.  Please contact the ECE Office if 
you are keeping your child home for any reason so that we may track the health issues in our Center. 
Health Alerts will be posted and sent home for communicable or highly contagious infections. 
An ECE staff person with currently valid training in the management of communicable diseases will observe 
each child daily upon arrival at center. 
Any child with the following symptoms will be immediately isolated and the parent called: 
 *Temperature of at least 100 degrees in combination with any other symptom 
 *3 or more abnormally loose stools within a 24 hour period. 

*Child has a severe cough that causes red or blue face color or makes a whooping sound. 
*Difficult or rapid breathing. 
*Yellowish skin or eye. 
* Redness of eye, discharge, matted lashes, burning, itching. 
*Untreated infected skin patches, unusual spots or rash 
*Unusually dark urine or gray/white stool 
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*Stiff neck with elevated temperature 
*Evidence of lice, scabies or other parasite. 
*Sore throat or difficulty swallowing. 
*Vomiting more than one time or when accompanied by other symptoms 

Note: Isolated child will be within sight and hearing of adult at all times and cared for in another room or portion of 
classroom away from the other children. 
Note:  Medications are kept in a locked cupboard, out of the reach of children, in the ECE Office.  As mandated by the 
Health district, any prescription that is to be administered by a staff member (ECE Administrative Staff) must be labeled 
with the appropriate child’s name and in the original container – medication request to be filled out by parent, signed by 
staff.. 
Non prescription medication may not be administered for longer than 3 days and must be stored in the original container 
with age appropriate dosage clearly identified on the package.  Medication request must be filled out by parent and signed 
by staff. 
Emergency medications, continuous/long term medications, modified diets, inhalation treatments and intervention 
therapies etc… must be accompanied by a written care plan and training given to the ECE staff by parent or care 
professional. 
School age children are permitted to keep inhalation treatments in their back packs in original containers if a written care 
plan has been filed with SACC Coordinator and the ECE Office. 
 
Allergies 
If your child has an allergy or sensitivity, please inform the ECE office in writing.  This includes food, seasonal, 
insects, etc...  We have a widespread curriculum that will give your child experiences with many things in the 
Shaw JCC of Akron environment. Please be thorough in your descriptions of allergies so we can better prepare 
our entire staff. 
If your child has an allergy or health condition that may require intervention treatment, it is required by ODJFS 
– rule 5101:2-12-38, that a Medial/Physical Care Plan be kept on file at the center with appropriate medications 
and medication request form. 
 
Meals and Snacks 
Kosher snacks and lunches are provided for your child.  Menus will be updated monthly and are sent home the 
last week of the month to be reviewed.  The menus are developed by the ECE Administrative Staff and the 
Shaw JCC Dietician in accordance with the nutritional regulations governing the state of Ohio.  Please help us 
maintain a Kosher facility by only bringing food that is designated Kosher.  Special dietary needs require a 
written care plan and must be worked out with the ECE Office in accordance with Rule 39 regarding nutritional 
information. 
The Shaw JCC of Akron is peanut/tree nut aware and we will do everything possible to create a safe 
environment for our students. 
ECE provides breakfast for fulltime students 7:45 – 8:15 am, 10am snack, lunch – for extended day and fulltime 
students at noon & 12:30pm and a 3:00pm snack. 
 
 
Transportation of Children  
All children under the age of 5 will not have routine field trips.  In the event of a special activity, we will 
contact the parents in advance to allow for as much parent involvement as possible and the Shaw JCC will 
adhere to the child seat belt/safety laws of the State of Ohio and our printed field trip procedure and 
transportation log. 
 
Supervision of School Age Children (Kindergarten – 5th Grade) 
Transportation of SACC Children from public school to the Shaw JCC is done in a Shaw JCC licensed vehicle 
by a licensed and insured driver. The Shaw JCC uses  13/11 passenger vans, 7 passenger van  and a 28 
passenger bus and employs 2 CDL drivers and 1 van driver who have valid operator’s licenses, Center 
insurance, First Aid, CPR, Communicable Disease and Child Abuse and 1 Class C CDL driver.  Emergency 
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information is kept on the vans, as well as an updated first aid kit, attendance sheets, cell phone, vehicle 
inspection reports and safety/exit procedures and signed authorizations to transport. 
All vehicles are loaded and/or met by ECE/SACC staff.  Attendance is taken at each transition. 
 
Regarding participation in other facility programs and use of restroom facilities: Written permission is required 
from parents/guardians for children to leave the SACC Program (Kinderstars) to participate in other Shaw JCC 
of Akron activities (i.e. after school programs at Essex or Fairlawn and or  Shaw JCC Programs – swimming, 
gymnastics, soccer etc…).  School age children will be allowed to go to and from restroom facilities in groups 
of no more than 4 children.  No child will be left alone in any classroom or program. 
 
Parents are asked to notify the ECE office and or  School Age Program when a child will not be participating in 
their designated SACC Program (Kinderstars/Kinderspace/Kidspace).   As children enter the Center vehicle 
attendance will be taken.  If the SACC Program has not been notified of a child’s absence and the child/children 
do not present themselves for transportation the parents will be contacted to confirm the child’s whereabouts. 
 
Swimming and Water Safety 
Written permission will be obtained for children who are eligible for the Shaw JCC Swim Program.  Persons 
who are certified as ARC Lifeguards or Water Safety Instructors will supervise swimming activities.  In 
addition, the Center will provide enough Center Staff members to meet the child/staff ratios designated by 
licensure laws as well as first aid and CPR.  Attendance is taken at each transition from classroom to locker 
room – to pool deck - locker room – to classroom. 
 
Outdoor Play 
The Shaw JCC of Akron is very fortunate to have a beautiful playground adjacent to the classrooms. All 
children have a period of time outside each day, weather permitting.  This is the opportunity for the children to 
improve their gross motor skills in addition to getting fresh air and sunshine!  In the event that the temperature 
falls below 20 degrees, including wind chill, the children will play inside the Shaw JCC gymnasium.  In 
addition to the daily outside time, the children have a scheduled gym class once a week with the JCC H & PE 
staff.  Please send your child with weather appropriate and seasonal outer wear. 
 
Transitioning a child into the next developmental/age group. 
The Shaw JCC of Akron program operates on the September – May school calendar. There is only one 
classroom that may have transitions throughout the school year.  Once an infant-toddler reaches 16/17 months 
of age and is considered mobile, space permitting we will begin to work out a transition plan to place them in 
the Transitional Toddler class.  The transition process includes “visiting” the new classroom for a short period 
of time, gradually increasing until the child is comfortable in their new environment, napping on a cot, drinking 
from a 4 ounce cup.  Parents will be notified in writing when this is to begin.  For children ages 2, 3, 4 & 5,  
continuing on throughout the summer, in the Summer Playhouse program, there is a transition week at the 
beginning of June and one at the end of August.  A step by step letter is sent home.  Children receive an 
invitation to join their next developmental group and actively participate in the preparation of the new 
classrooms for the Summer and then again Fall programs. 
 
Toys from Home 
Please do not bring toys from home.  Children are invited to bring theme related objects share and tell every 
week.  Your child’s teacher will have more information on this program.  All toys and games brought into the 
Center will “visit” the cubby or ECE Office for the remainder of the day until pickup time. 
 
Birthdays 
Here at the Shaw JCC we celebrate every chance we get.  However, in order to respect the calm atmosphere of 
our classrooms, we ask that parents refrain from full blown parties in the classroom and bring in a small kosher 
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snack for the class.  Please notify the teacher in advance.  Every birthday is celebrated by the class in a similar 
low key fashion. 
We do not distribute party invitations.  Parents can request a class roster and mail them. 
 
 
Clothing 
School is fun and having fun often means getting dirty.  Children should arrive at school each day dressed 
comfortably in easy to wash clothes.  Outside play is a part of our daily curriculum, so please dress your child in 
weather appropriate clothing and label everything!  An extra set of clothes should be kept in a plastic shoe box 
container in your child’s cubby.  If your child attends the full day program, a toothbrush and toothpaste should 
be kept in a ventilated plastic container in the cubby. 
 
Safe Haven 
Our school is a safe haven for children.  Therefore, we require that you refrain from yelling or physical 
punishment while in the building.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
We also request that all cell phones are turned off when you enter the building. 
 
Rosters 
Family rosters are available in the ECE office upon request.  Note:  not all families in the program authorize 
publication of their information.  These rosters are for ECE Family usage only. 
 
 
 
Mandated Reporting of Child Abuse 
The Administrator and each employee of the ECE Department are required under section 2151.421 of the Ohio 
Revised Code to report their suspicions of child abuse or neglect to the local children’s services agency.  Our 
staff has received appropriate training in the prevention and recognition of abuse and neglect. 
 
LICENSURE 
The Shaw Jewish Community Center Early Childhood Department is licensed by the State of Ohio, Department 
of Jobs and Family Services (ODJFS).  This license is posted in the Director’s Office (bulletin board on ECE & 
SACC office wall), and a copy of the Laws and Rules governing the center is available, upon request.  Posted 
also are the compliance reports from ODJFS.  Available/posted are the complaint and investigation forms and 
the evaluation forms from the building and fire departments and the Center’s licensing record.  The ODJFS 
operates a toll free number to report suspected violations by the Center of chapter 5104 of the Revised Code in 
Chapter 5101:02 12 of the Administrative Code – 1 866 635-3748. 
 
Note:  It is unlawful for this facility to discriminate in the enrollment of children upon the basis of race, color, 
religion, sex, national origin or disability in violation of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, 104 Stat. 
32, 42 U.S.C. 1210 et seq. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Lori L. Bernstein 
Director, Early Childhood Education & School Age Services 
330 835-0027  330 835-0044 
lori_bernstein@shawjcc.org 
www.shawjcc.org 
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Together we can build…A Foundation for Their Lifetime 
 
 
 

              
 

Peer K. Explorer shares the tools of exploration and adventure with children & parents. 
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L’hitraot 
Till we meet again! 

 
Building  

A Community  
Of 

Curious 
Learners 

  
Creating 
Family 

Memories 
& 

Traditions 


